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Civic Science



‘…broad public 
engagement with 
issues that arise at the 
many intersections 
between science and 
society.’ 

Spring 2018 issue of the Stanford Social Innovation Review
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Projects funded by AISL should contribute to research and 
practice that further illuminates -  
• informal STEM learning’s role in equity and belonging in STEM; 

personal and educational success in STEM; 
• advancing public engagement in scientific discovery; fostering 

interest in STEM careers; 
• creating and enhancing the theoretical and empirical 

foundations for effective informal STEM learning; 
• improving community vibrancy; 
• and/or enhancing science communication and the public’s 

engagement in and understanding of STEM and STEM 
processes.



The AISL Program funds five types of projects:

Synthesis;

Conference;

Partnership Development and Planning; 

Integrating Research and Practice; 

Research in Support of Wide-reaching Public Engagement with 
STEM



https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/advancing-informal-

stem-learning-aisl



Distribution of the 
National Science 
Foundation’s Advancing 
Informal STEM Learning 
Awards (AISL) between 
2006-21

Heidi Houzenga

WGBH
Exploratorium





“Public Engagement funds a wide 
variety of grantees to create content, 
cultivate thought leadership, and 
develop campus programming. We 
seek to catalyze conversations that 
inspire awe and wonder because we 
want to enable people to live lives of 
meaning and purpose.”



1. Documentary and Video
2. Radio and Podcast
3. Grants for Writers and Print Projects
4. Events
5. Thought Leadership
6. Programming for College Students







Matt Wilkins, PhD
Resident
Initiative: Galactic Polymath
A service that translates current research 
into creative, interdisciplinary lessons for 
grades 5+ that are free for everyone.

Peter Vollbrecht, PhD
Resident
Initiative: Brain Explorers
A program that provides exciting, 
engaging, and assessable 
neuroscience experiences for 
underserved and underrepresented 
populations

Brittania Moodie
Resident; 
Caribbean Youth Development 
Institute
Equip middle schoolers in Jamaica 
with the 21st century STEM skills 
that are critical for navigating the 
transition to high school and beyond.

Kilan C. Ashad-Bishop, PhD
Resident: 
Initiative: STEMNoire
A research conference and 
holistic wellness retreat for 
women of the African diaspora in 
STEM. 

Jenny Cutraro
Resident: 
Initiative: Science 
Storytellers
Trains kids to interview 
scientists just like 
professional journalists

Rosario Marroquin-Flores, PhD
Resident; PubNavigator
An online platform that uses 
accessible language to help 
students navigate scientific 
literature. 

Residents

https://stemadvocacy.org/staff/matt-wilkins/
https://stemadvocacy.org/staff/peter-vollbrecht/
https://stemadvocacy.org/staff/brittania-moodie/
https://stemadvocacy.org/staff/kilan-c-ashad-bishop/
https://stemadvocacy.org/staff/jenny-cutraro/
https://stemadvocacy.org/staff/rosario-marroquin-flores/


“Philanthropy needs to step up by 
continuing to grow its commitments to civic 
science, bridging gaps in representation, 
understanding, and participation. “What 
can you do as civic scientists to accelerate 
these trends? Give us some new ideas. 

We need more and bigger ideas from all of 
you. We need you to help us find new 
talent, new ideas, new networks to apply 
our funds. 

Samsher (Sam) 
Singh Gill, President 
and CEO, Doris 
Duke Foundation



Acknowledgements



f.Muindi@northeastern.edu

fmuindi@researchamerica.org 

mailto:f.Muindi@northeastern.edu
mailto:fmuindi@researchamerica.org

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: The AISL Program funds five types of projects:
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: f.Muindi@northeastern.edu fmuindi@researchamerica.org 

