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• Supports basic research that increases our understanding of 
biological processes and lays the foundation for advances in 
disease diagnosis, treatment, & prevention

• Funds scientists to investigate how living systems work at a 
range of levels, from molecules and cells to tissues and organs, 
in research organisms, humans, and populations

• Supports the development of fundamental methods and new 
technologies to achieve its mission. 

• Provides leadership in training the next generation of scientists, 
in enhancing the diversity of the scientific work-force, and in 
developing research capacities throughout the country

https://www.nigms.nih.gov/about-nigms/who-we-are/overview

National Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS)

https://www.nigms.nih.gov/about-nigms/who-we-are/overview
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NIGMS Funding Policies

Strive to support a broad portfolio of grants within NIGMS mission areas in consideration of the following 
factors:

• scientific and technical merit;
• the breadth of the Institute’s research portfolio, approaches, and investigators;
• the priority of the research area for the Institute’s mission;
• the total amount of funding available to the investigator;
• Early-stage investigator status;
• At-risk investigator status; and
• whether the investigator would have more than 2 NIGMS funded R01s.

https://www.nigms.nih.gov/grants-and-funding/grant-application-and-post-award-information/nigms-funding-
policies

NIGMS does not have a “payline”

https://www.nigms.nih.gov/grants-and-funding/grant-application-and-post-award-information/nigms-funding-policies
https://www.nigms.nih.gov/grants-and-funding/grant-application-and-post-award-information/nigms-funding-policies


• Advise investigators on applying for grants
• Help investigators understand their Summary Statements
• Play a leading role in making funding recommendations
• Oversee progress on awards

• Where to find contact information:
oLook at organization charts and staff directories on NIH Institute 

or Center (IC) websites (see Institute and Center (IC) Contacts)
oWithin the FOA: Refer to section VII of the FOA for 

Scientific/Research Contact(s)
oAfter application submission or award: Look in your eRA 

account for the assigned program staff contact for your 
application

Grant Application Contact & Roles: 
Program Officer (PO)

https://grants.nih.gov/help/ic-staff-contacts


Finding a Program Officer at NIGMS

• https://nigms.nih.gov/about/Pages/contactbyarea.aspx

https://nigms.nih.gov/about/Pages/contactbyarea.aspx


• Organize peer review of applications by identifying and 
recruiting panel of reviewers

• Ensure fair and unbiased evaluation of scientific and technical 
merit

• Prepares the Summary Statement

• Where to find contact information:
oWithin FOA: Refer to section VII of the FOA for Peer Review 

Contact
oSummary Statement

Grant Application Contact & Roles: 
Scientific Review Officer (SRO)



• Prove guidance on financial and grants administrations issues
• Evaluate applications to be awarded for administrative 

content and compliance with policy
• Interpret grants administration policies
• Discuss financial or grants administration issues with 

grantee

• Where to find contact information
oWithin the FOA: Refer to section VII of the FOA for 

Financial/Grants Management Contact(s)
oAfter application submission and/or award: Look in your eRA 

account for the name and contact information for the 
assigned grants management staff for your application

Grant Application Contact & Roles: 
Grants Management Specialists (GMS)

https://grants.nih.gov/help/ic-staff-roles#grants-management

https://grants.nih.gov/help/ic-staff-roles


• Consult our website: https://www.nigms.nih.gov

• Read or Subscribe to our Feedback Loop blog: 
https://loop.nigms.nih.gov

• Follow us on Linkedin:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-institute-of-
general-medical-sciences-nigms

• Get NIH-wide updates from the 
Guide, including new funding opportunities! https://grants.
nih.gov/grants/guide/listserv.htm

Stay Connected with NIGMS & NIH!

https://www.nigms.nih.gov/
https://loop.nigms.nih.gov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-institute-of-general-medical-sciences-nigms
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/listserv.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/listserv.htm

