
  

2018 ASBMB MENTORING AND GRANT-WRITING WORKSHOP 
Westin Georgetown Hotel, Washington, D. C. 

 
Activity Time  Presenter 

 
 Thursday, June 14, 2018 
Welcome reception and dinner 6:00 – 8:30 pm (Mayfair Court) Dr. Sonia Flores 
Opening remarks   
Effective Science Communication 8:30 – 9:00 pm (Mayfair Court) Dr. Jory Weintraub  
 
  
 Friday, June 15, 2018 
Breakfast 7:15 am (Dupont Room) 
Overview of IMAGE 8:15 am – 8:30 am (Scott Room) Dr. Squire J. Booker 
and programmatic events  Dr. Anna Woodcock  
Navigating the NIH Funding Process 8:30 am – 9:30 am (Scott Room) Dr. Vernon Anderson 
Navigating the NSF Funding Process 9:30 am – 10:30 am (Scott Room) Dr. Wilson Francisco 
Break 10:30 am – 11:00 am 
Crafting a Successful Broader Impacts 11:00 am – 12:00 pm (Scott Room) Dr. Jory Weintraub 
Section of an NSF Proposal    
Lunch 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm (Dupont Room)  
1) Submitting a Proposal to NIH and the 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm (Scott Room) Dr. Nitsa Rosenzweig 
Review Process; 2) The NIH Early Career  
Reviewer Program 
NSF-Style Mock Review Panel 2:15 pm – 3:30 pm (Scott Room) Dr. Suzanne Barbour 
  Dr. David Rockcliffe 
  Dr. Ronnie Ghose 
  Dr. Jared Rutter 
  Dr. Marina Holz 
  Dr. Joseph Jez 
  Dr. Vahe Bandarian 
Break 3:30 pm – 4:00 pm  
Research Presentations (6) 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Dinner 7:30 pm (Mayfair Court) 
 
 
 Saturday, June 16, 2018 
Breakfast 7:30 am (Dupont Room) 
Elements of a Successful NIH Proposal 8:30 am – 10:30 am (Scott Room) Dr. Sonia Flores 
  Dr. Squire J. Booker 
Break 10:30 am – 11:00 am 
Lessons Learned as a Past Attendee 11:00 am – 11:30 am (Scott Room) Dr. Carlos Castaneda 
Balancing Teaching, Research,  11:30 am – 12:00 pm (Scott Room) Dr. Takita Sumter 
and Service: Group Discussion  
Lunch 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm (Dupont Room)  
Research Presentations (4) 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
Break 3:00 pm – 3:30 pm 



  

Research Presentations (4) 3:30 pm – 5:30 pm  
Fruitful Collaborations and 5:30 pm – 6:00 pm (Scott Room) Dr. Vahe Bandarian 
Conflict Resolution 
 
Laboratory Management and Motivating 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm (Scott Room) Group Discussion 
Students 
Summary and Final Remarks 7:00 pm – 7:20 pm Dr. Squire J. Booker 
  Dr. Anna Woodcock 
  Dr. Danielle Snowflack 
  Mrs. Barbara Gordon 
Dinner (off site)  7:30 pm (RIS, 2275 L Street)  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

List of Mentors 
Vahe Bandarian, Ph.D. The University of Utah 
Professor of Chemistry 
Suzanne Barbour, Ph.D. The University of Georgia 
Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
Dean of the Graduate School 
Squire J. Booker, Ph.D. The Pennsylvania State University/HHMI 
Professor of Chemistry 
Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute Investigator 
Carlos Castaneda, Ph.D. Syracuse University 
Assistant Professor of Biology and Chemistry 
Donald Elmore, Ph.D. Wellesley College 
Professor of Chemistry 
Karen Fleming, Ph.D. Johns Hopkins University 
Professor of Biophysics 
Sonia Flores, Ph.D. University of Colorado School of Medicine 
Professor of Medicine 
Ranajeet (Ronnie) Ghose, Ph.D. The City College of New York 
Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Marina Holz, Ph.D. Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Assistant Professor of Pharmacology 
Joseph Jez, Ph.D. Washington University in St. Louis 
Chair and Professor of Biology 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute Professor 
Reuben Peters, Ph.D. Iowa State University 
Professor of Biochemistry, Biophysics, and Molecular Biology 
Joseph Reese, Ph.D. The Pennsylvania State University 
Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
Jared Rutter, Ph.D. University of Utah School of Medicine/HHMI 
Professor of Biochemistry 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute Investigator 
Jason Sello, Ph.D. Brown University 
Associate Professor of Chemistry 
Takita F. Sumter, Ph.D. Winthrop University 
Professor of Chemistry 
Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

 
 

List of Program Directors and Scientific Officers 
Vernon Anderson, Ph.D. NIH, NIGMS 
Program Director, NIH/NIGMS 
Division of Pharmacology, Physiology  
and Biological Chemistry 
Wilson Francisco, P.D. NSF, MCB 
Program Director, NSF 
Division of Molecular and Cellular  



  

Biochemistry 
David Rockcliffe NSF, MCB 
Program Director, NSF 
Division of Chemistry 
Nitsa Rosenzweig, Ph.D. NIH, Center for Scientific Review 
Scientific Review Officer 
BST IIRG 
Small Business: Biomaterials, Delivery and 
Nanotechnology 

 
 

Other Presenters and Participants 
Jory Weintraub, Ph.D. Duke University 
Science Communication Program Director 
Duke Broader Impacts Resource Center Director 
Anna Woodcock, Ph.D. California State University, San Marcos 
Research Faculty 
 
 

ASBMB Staff 
Barbara Gordon ASBMB 
Executive Director of the ASBMB 
Danielle Snowflack, Ph.D. ASBMB 
Education and Professional 
Development Manager 
Quira Zeidan, Ph.D. ASBMB 
Education and Public Outreach 
Coordinator 
 
  



  

Mentors 
 

Group 1                                           Group 2 
Mentors  Mentors 
Vahe Bandarian  Suzanne Barbour 
Squire Booker  Sonia Flores 
Donald Elmore  Marina Holz 
Carlos Castaneda  Joseph Jez 
Karen Fleming  Joseph Reese 
Ronnie Ghose  Jared Rutter 
Reuben Peters  Takita Sumter 
Jason Sello 
 
 
 

Participants 
 

Group 1                                           Group 2 
Participants  Participants 
Lalima Ahuja  Bruno Benitez 
Alaji Bah  SeYeon Chung 
Leighanne Basta  Megan Filbin-Wong 
Otonye Braide-Moncoeur  Meredith Jackrel 
Jennifer Bridwell-Rabb  Chi Fung Lee 
Laura Dassama  David Nelson 
Agampodi Swarnapali De Silva Indrasekara Lorena Novoa-Aponte 
Sarah Keane  Benard Ogola 
Yansheng Liu  Esther Peterson 
Heather Mayes  Jose Rodriquez-Martinez 
Alexey Silakov  Lisa Shock 
Lauren Waters  Erika Sorenson-Kamakian 
Jing Yan  Rachel Steinhardt 
Ramon Sun   Catherine Whittington 
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